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WORLD SUGAR SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION 1956/57-1980/81 


World production of sugar rose 3 percent in 1980/81 from the very poor output 
in 1979/80. Consumption was down again due largely to the high prices which 


prevailed early in the year. 


The world stock level fell another 10 percent during the year, with the year- 
end total of 21.3 million tons representing about 24 percent of annual world 
requirements. ea 


This circular supersedes Foreign Agricultural Circular, FS 3-80, November 
1980. In addition to providing data for 1980/81, statistics for sugar Sup- 
plies and distribution are revised for a number of countries. The data gen- 
erally reflect information available in November 1981; the 1980/81 statistics 
are preliminary and are based on FAS's third estimate of that crop (Octaber 
1980). = 
ie 
The area data in this publication represent area harvested in thousands of: 
hectares. Sugarcane area data for countries producing both centrifugal and 
non-centrifugal sugar show only the former. 


Sugar statistics are on a raw value basis in 1,000 metric tons, except for 
yield, which is in tons. Three columns for utilization data are not used, but 
may be used in the future if a breakdown is made for different kinds of utili- 
zation. 


The supply and distribution statistics are on a crop year basis, by country, 
with the years shown being the ending years. The crop year is generally 
September-August. Although sugar is one of the most universally produced 
agricultural commodities, some 50 countries (labeled "other importers") pro- 
duce virtually no sugar. The USDA's semi-annual estimate of world production 
does not include an estimate for these countries. 


(Note: Dashes in the tabular material indicate negligible, zero, or unavail- 
able. ) 


Information in this circular was prepared by Alvin E. Gilbert, Horticultural 
and Tropical Products Division, FAS/USDA. Telephone (202) 447-2916. 
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